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Dr. Ferrell is professor of clinical medicine in the Department of Medicine and Division 
of Geriatrics at the UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine.  He acts as the director of 
palliative care services for both the Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center in Westwood, 
Calif. and the UCLA Santa Monica Medical Center and Orthopedic Hospital in Santa 
Monica, Calif.  He has held a UCLA faculty appointment for nearly 20 years and is the 
associate chief for education in the Division of Geriatrics.   
 
In 2005, Dr. Ferrell was awarded the David Geffen School of Medicine Award for 
Excellence in Education.  He is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians (FACP), 
a Fellow of the American Geriatrics Society (AGS) and a member of the American 
Academy of Hospice and Palliative Care.    
 
Dr. Ferrell's scholarly interest is applied clinical research and he is a recognized national 
and international leader in the area of persistent pain in older persons. He has 
conducted studies, authored numerous publications and was chair of the AGS's expert 
panel on persistent pain in older persons. He also serves as the editor in chief of Belvoir 
Publication's monthly newsletter titled ‘UCLA Healthy Years.’  
 
Dr. Ferrell obtained his medical degree and completed his residency in internal 
medicine at the University of Oklahoma. He then went on to complete subspecialty 
training in geriatric medicine at UCLA. 


